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What's on YOUR Mind for the League?
LUNCHEON MEETING

SOUP AND BREAD AT NOON ON FEBRUARY 9
WOMEN’'S COMMUNITY BUILDING

(BRING A FRIEND!)

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Happy 88th Birthday. February 14th is
the National League of Women Voters'
birthday. How fitting that we are having our
annual luncheon meeting on February 9th so we
can celebrate. That meeting we are honoring
our long-term members, some of whom have
been in the League for 50 years. We will also
honor our new members. The Tompkins
County League has a long and rich history as
well as a bright future.

We are looking forward to the LWV
National Convention in March 2008. The State
League is encouraging a review of the National
position on health care reform for 2008-2010.
We are excited about this process and plan to
sponsor a caucus on health care at the
Convention.

I look forward to seeing you at the
luncheon. We can have some cake to celebrate
our history of participation in the democratic
process.

Kay Sharp
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LUNCHEON MEETING

The annual luncheon meeting, with soup
and bread made by our board members, will be
held from 12:00 to 2:00 on Saturday, February
9, at the Women’s Community Building. After
some social time, we will start the meeting by
honoring our long-time (25+ years) LWV
members.

Then, rather than having an outside
speaker, the focus of the meeting will be to
discuss among the membership what future
directions our local LWV chapter might take:
given that Ithaca has many activist organi-
zations, what is the best niche for the League,
and how can we work with other organizations
to maximize our impact? Your thoughts and
opinions are important, so please make an effort
to attend this meeting! Also, consider inviting a
younger friend who might be interested in the
league. There will be a charge of $3/person.

Martha Hamblin
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CONSENSUS MEETING: IMMIGRATION

After many meetings, where the
complex issues of immigration were discussed,
the immigration committee met with the
membership on January2h the Women's
Community Building to come to consensus.
There were 17 people present. Even though the
committee found this a very interesting and
worthwhile subject to study, we were frustrated
because some of the questions posed by the
LWVUS were superficial, unclear and
duplicative in some instances. Nevertheless,
after two hours we had the results, which were
sent to the LWVUS the following day. We
thank all who came for their help. We can
expect to see the resulting national position in a
few months time.

Maria Eisner

LWVTC CALENDAR—2007-2008
(tentative items in italics)

Noon Sat.,, Feb.9 LUNCHEON MEETING:
Note date change What's on YOUR Mind for the League?
7:00 Mon., Mar. 10 Board Meeting

7:00 Mon., Mar. 24

7:00 Mon., Apr.7

7:00 Mon., Apr. 21
tentative

7:00 Mon., May5

Board Meeting

Board Meeting

GENERAL MEETING: Bethany Schroeder
speaking on the ITHACA FREE CLINIC

ANNUAL MEETING: Jennifer Wilkins
speaking on COMMUNITY FOOD SYSTEMS

Women's<Comm. Bldg.

Mary Berkelman’s
Livesay Rm., Hum. Serv. Bldg.

Libby DeProsse’s
TBA

TBA
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PROBLEMS WITH HEALTH INSURANCE
AND PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

Do you feel that our current health care
system is in need only of minor improvements?
Check out these “success stories” of health care
in New York State.

| have Medicare A & B covering
hospitals & doctors which is paid from my
Social Security, amounting to $1122 in 2007.
The cost goes up every year more than anyone's
Soc. Sec. or retirement. | also pay AARP
medigap which also goes up & will cost
$155/month in 2008. Unfortunately, | have
chronic health problems so take 11/12
prescriptions (RX). | see three specialists & a
primary care regularly.

At 65 years of age, NYS offers EPIC
(elderly prescription insurance coverage). For
incomes up to $20,000, a fee plan is offered
with co-pays of $320. Every year | must
reapply & send them a copy of my taxes. One's
enrollment period depends on your birthday
month so my year for EPIC begins in Sept. Last
summer all enrollees were notified that in order
to be eligible for EPIC we must join a Medicare
D plan. Each of those have different costs &
coverage and EPIC suggested different ones for
each person, fairly cheap. Each plan has a
different formulary with drugs in different tiers
depending on cost. There are limits as to
amounts that we can fill and the more expensive
uncommon ones require the doctor to submit
reasons that cheaper drugs cannot be used. This
involves extra work & time for MDs.

Another problem is that every year the
plans change so that we may hear that we
should change plans. This brings us back to
square one, or going back to meetings, phone
calls & the internet. Just as social security is
overwhelmed & understaffed so are all forms of
Medicare & EPIC. Yet a lot of money is spent
on mailing publications & paperwork. 1 finally
learned that my Medicare D being out of state
further complicated this. For EPIC to be used,
RXs must be filled in NY.

Medicare D runs on the calendar year
with a deductible of $275 for 2008. NY/EPIC
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coverage uses Sept. for my coverage year with a
separate deductible. All plans have co-pays.
With Medicare D when all costs together
(deductible, co-pays & insurance payments not
including premiums) reach $2510, initial
coverage stage, we reach a 'doughnut hole’
coverage gap where we pay FULL price until
we reach our EPIC deductible and it will come
in. After all costs total $4,050 catastrophic
coverage kicks in from Medicare D.
Consequently, | paid $500 for three RXs in the
fall, and recently when 1 filled a new RX which
cost $73, Medicare D paid $23, | paid almost
$50 because EPIC wouldn't cover it. Both
Regina McGriff at COFA & HICAP counselors
at the Senior Center have been very helpful to
me and many other Seniors trying to navigate
this complicated system.

| object to insurance companies dictating
what doctors can prescribe and telling patients
that they should take other meds in order for the
insurance to pay. |realize NY is in debt, like
the rest of the country, so I'm grateful for any
help | can get, but | would be happy to take
meds from Europe or Canada where I'm
confident they are cheaper. I'd like to know
how much drug companies spend on advertising
and insurance companies on ads plus
administration.

In 2006 my nephew in VT & my niece
in FL at 37 & 24 had no health insurance with
more than one part-time job. | cashed in some
investments to help with their expenses which
raised my income so that | had to pay more
taxes. The man who works on my heat &
plumbing has 3 kids. He & his wife both work
but have no insurance. | didn't ask if his kids
do.

These examples illustrate that it isn't just
Seniors who are being hurt by our complicated
and inefficient health care system

Pat Long,
LWV-TC Health Committee.
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NEW YORK MOVES TOWARDS
OPTICAL SCAN VOTING FOR 2008
ELECTIONS

(from LWV-NYS as of 1/24/08)

Civic groups applauded a move by the
State Board of Elections today that would place
accessible optical scan ballot marking devices
alongside existing lever machines in each poll site
across the state for this fall's elections. Withreno
than 8,000 poll sites across the state, the decisio
represents a significant investment by the state in
optical scan technology.

Technically, the Board only rejected the
use of computerized touch screen systems for this
year’s elections. However, while counties may
still be given a choice on whether to adopt optical
scan or touch screen systems when the state’s
lever machines are slated for replacement in 2009,
most consider it highly unlikely that counties
would switch from their preliminary investment in
optical scan technology to touch screens.

“New Yorkers have every reason to be
pleased today. New York will be a paper ballot
optical scan state. Finally the BOE has done the
right thing and rejected failed DRE technology,”
said Bo Lipari of New Yorkers for Verified
Voting.
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“Bravo. After years of delay and
indecision, New York is finally on the road to a
secure, accessible and auditable voting system.
This is an all-too-rare case where common sense
won out over the lobbyists,” said Barbara
Bartoletti of the League of Women Voters of New
York State.

“Public confidence in elections where
votes were cast on touch screens has plummeted
across the country. But today, New York has
taken steps to ensure that our voting system
remains secure and transparent,” said Neal
Rosenstein of the New York Public Interest
Research Group. “This is a major victory for
voting integrity, accessibility and accuracy in New
York,” he added.

"The Board's decision today should mean
fewer lost votes," said Larry Norden of the
Brennan Center for Justice. "The Board must now
ensure that the ballot marking devices approved
are fully accessible and don't use an interface tha
will lead to confusion by voters," he added.

The groups commended Elections
Commissioner Doug Kellner who had refused to
vote in favor of authorizing computerized touch
screen machines at a tumultuous Board meeting
yesterday.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF TOMPKINS COUNTY: BOARD 20 06-07
LWV NYS website www.lwvny.org
LWV US website WwWw.lwv.org
LWV-Tompkins County leave messag@#3-8350 lwvtc@twcny.rr.com

www.lwvtompkins.14850.com

Officers:
President Kay Sharp 272-4748 kshepherdqueen@yaimo
VP Program Martha Hamblin 277-3025 mth3@cornell.edu
VP Membership Maria Eisner 277-4404 mle3@cornall.ed
VP Finance Sunny Gooding 277-3598 shgooding@ ctaitgect.com
Secretary Jane McGonigal 272-4065 jwm7@cornell.edu
Treasurer Alene Wyatt 257-1894 alene@lightlink.com
Directors:
Action Mary Berkelman 257-6450 mberkelman@twcngam
Director-at-large Libby deProsse 257-6678 deprodgitiink.com
Co-Voter Service Debbie Levin 273-7746 dlevinOl@tywo.com
Co-Voter Service Barbara Thorp 257-2462 bthorp@turercom
Publications/PR Kathy Burlitch 539-7316 Klburlitcfr@ntiernet.net
Phone Linda Duttweiler 277-0006 l[dutt@twceny.rr.com
Bulletin Robert Silsbee 273-1436 rhsl@cornell.edu
Off-Board Members
Web Master Michael Duttweiler 277-0006 mdutt@twengom
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PUBLIC ADVOCACY FOR VOTER
PROTECTION
(from the LWV-NYS Website)

The League of Women Voters Education
Fund's (LWVEF) Public Advocacy for Voter
Protection Project has been created to help
bolster the League's capacity for continuing and
expanding its critical state-based advocacy in
order to prevent the disenfranchisement of
eligible citizens, particularly underserved
populations.

The League is working to:

1. Oppose ID and Documentary Proof of
Citizenship As many as 21 million Americans
do not have government issued picture
identification cards. New laws that require a
picture ID at the polls or proof of citizenship
are barriers that block citizen voter
participation. The League therefore opposes
ID and documentary proof-of-citizenship
requirements.

2. Improve Administration of Statewide
Voter Database System3he policies and
procedures that govern statewide voter
registration systems directly impact whether or
not eligible voters are rightfully added and
wrongfully removed from the system. Proper
management of the systems is essential to
ensuring that all eligible voters can cast their
ballots. Therefore, the League is working to
ensure the proper management of these
systems.

3. Guard Against Undue Restrictions on

Voter Registration A number of states

require voter registration programs of any size
to register with the state; some mandate state-
run training. While training and registration
requirements may seem reasonable, the details
of compliance can unreasonably restrict
programs. Increases in fines against
individuals and organizations also make it cost
prohibitive for some organizations to conduct
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registration drives.

4. Improve Polling Place Managemenihe
design and operation of polling places is
critical to ensuring that all eligible voters can
cast their vote and have their vote counted.
The League believes we need to examine
current practices with an emphasis on how
minorities move through the polling process
and on those practices that improve both
efficiency and the voter’s perception of voting.

5. Improve Poll Worker Training and
Strengthening Poll Workers Poll workers,
more than any other individual, have direct
contact with voters by helping them
understand ballots and voting machines,
checking registration and determining the use
of provisional ballots. Because poll workers
are essential to the voting process, the League
is dedicated to working with elections officials
to ensure there are adequate numbers of well
trained poll workers.

VOTER SERVICES

We expect to help with a “Meet the
Candidates Night” for the Cayuga Heights
Village election for mayor and members of the
Village Board. The election will be on March 18
with the forum to be held at Kendal on Tuesday,
March 11.

At the LWVTC members lunch at the
Womens' Communnity Building on Saturday,
February 9, we will give a short presentation
about Voter Services activities. We hope to get
some ideas about ways to get more people to
vote and how to get young people involved in
the election process.

Debbie Levin
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HISTORY OF THE LEAGUE: PART 3

Over several years, in a period of
growth, the League worked out its method of
business, a procedure which seeks “first the
facts and then a plan of action to meet the
facts.” It was specifically Bell Sherwin, the
second president of the League from 1924 -
1928, under whose stewardship “study before
action” and “consensus” became hallmarks of

the League work, consensus being an agreement

by members not based on a simple majority, nor
unanimity, but reflecting the overall sense of the
group. This is the method we still use today.

We have one National League and about 900
local Leagues, with around 60 in NY State.

Here is an example of the way we work.
Our League has been studying the immigration
issue, a National study item, and we came to
consensus on it at our last general meeting (see
page2). We have wonderful people in
Washington — and in Albany when it comes to
state study items — who provide us with
informational material on the subject. This
material is then studied and discussed
extensively by a study committee. The National
League then provides us with consensus
guestions. The whole membership is invited to
a meeting to participate in the consensus. The
answers to the consensus questions provide the
basis for the wording of the newly defined
National Position. These positions in turn allow
us to express our opinion and are the basis for
our lobbying efforts on the national, state and
local level.

Another study item for this year, coming
from the state League, was to deal with the
National Popular Vote. It called for an
“interstate compact,” the legal vehicle that the
Founders placed in the Constitution to enable
the states to address a common problem by
coordinated action. Under the US Constitution,
a state may change its laws, so that all its
electoral votes are awarded to the presidential
candidate with the most popular votes
nationwide. With enough, and hopefully all,
states adopting this law, a president would be
elected by a truly popular vote. Maryland
already has a law like that and the League
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already has a position that calls for the
elimination of the electoral college, so that in
this case it would only be a matter of finding out
whether we wanted to lobby our state
government to pass such a law for NY State.
Unfortunately the National League has denied
the State League the option to continue this
study.

In addition, we have one local study that
concerns “children in poverty in T.C.”

It is quite astounding how many
positions the League has acquired over its
almost 90 years of existence. They are in the
areas of:

Representative government (citizen
rights, voting rights, election process, voting
machines, issues concerning congress and the
presidency);

International Relations (the United
Nations, US relations with developing nations,
arms control, trade, defense spending);

Natural Resources (resource
management, environmental protection and
conservation, pollution control, agricultural
policy, water management);

Social Policy (child care, equal
opportunity, health care, meeting basic human
needs, violence prevention, gun control, fiscal
policy).

In spite of all this, we are not a big
organization. One senator once said, "What,
135,000 women? | thought there were
millions!” There were actually 2 Million
members in the Woman Suffrage Association
when it changed to the LWV; but | don’t think
we are that many today.

(Source of information: “For the Public
Record”, A Documentary History of the League
of Women Voters by Barbara Stuhler, Pogo
Press, 2003.)

MEMBERSHIP

The following pages of this Bulletin
bring you the new membership list for this year.
| am still waiting to get the official final number
of members from the LWVUS.

Maria Eisner
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YOUR REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS
SENATORS:

Hillary Rodham Clinton US Senate, 476 Russell SeBaiilding, Washington, DC 20510
202-224-4451;  Syracuse Office: 315-448-0470
e-mail: senator@clinton.senate.gov wed-siinton.senate.gov

Charles E. Schumer US Senate, 313 Hart SenateilyiM/ashington, DC 20510
202-224-6542;  Syracuse Office: 315-423-5471
e-mail: senator@schumer.senate.gov  web-sitemser.senate.gov

REPRESENTATIVES;
Michael Arcuri 327 Cannon House Office Building, S¥iangton, D.C. 20515-3224
202-225-3665; Utica Office: 315-793-8146
e-mail: send from web-site wele:sarcuri.house.gov
Maurice Hinchey 2431 Rayburn House Office Buildigashington, DC 20515

202-225-6335; Ithaca Office: 607-273-1388; 12&88yuga St. #201
e-mail: mhinchey@mail.house.gov  web-site: wiaause.gov/hinchey

League of Women Voters of Tompkins County
60 Hickory Circle
Ithaca, NY 14850




